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Honoring a Life Well Spent
A Tribute to John Miles

by Pastor Bill Bagley
The   rst verse of Avis Christiansen’s song, 
“Only One Life to Offer,” contains a beautiful 
description of John Mil es’  long li fe of service 
to his Lord.  The phrase, “Only one heart’s 
devotion”  is a word picture of John’s life well 
spent in ministry.  That ministry of  cially began 
the summer after his sophomore year at Dallas 
Theological Seminary in 1940 when he took a 
train one hour west of the city each weekend to 
preach at a small  country church.  That pastorate 
continued through graduation in 1942.  The 
following year John and another graduate began 
a Christian Servicemen’s Center near Battle 
Creek, Michigan, to reach young men serving in 
World War II .  Af ter that ministry was turned 
over to Detroit businessmen, John returned to his 
home town of Wayland, Michigan, and was asked to pastor the Methodist church.  
He enjoyed that work immensely, especially when most of the congregation asked 
him to help them leave the denomination and initiate a Bible church across town, 
and Calvary Church of Wayland was formed.  

In 1948, just three years after marrying Evelyn Nysewander, his lifelong ministry 
partner, he joined a local pastor, Dr. Malcolm Cronk, in starting the Grand 
Rapids School of the Bible and Music (GRSBM).  He served as an instructor 
and administrator for two years while pastoring his church.  When Dr. Cronk 
moved to Cali fornia, John became the President of the School and served in that 
capacity for another 38 years.  Throughout those years, his “one li fe”  was used in 
incredibly productive ways.  He traveled extensively around the United States and 
Canada with music groups from GRSBM and in meetings in various churches, 
conferences, and camps.   

Continued on Page 2
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He taught weekly Bible classes all  over Grand Rapids.  He also served as interim pastor in churches in Grand Rapids, 
Lansing, and Muskegon during that long tenure, often returning to the same church in between pastors.  He was never 
idle and was regularly on the phone counseling pastors, especially graduates of GRSBM.  He preached wherever he 
was invited.  In the span of 1968 to 1988, when he kept accurate record in a little red book, he preached close to 10,000 
sermons!  

Af ter his “retirement” f rom Grand Rapids School of the Bible and 
Music, he was invited to return to his former church in Wayland for 
another term of eight years as Senior Pastor.  Then he and Evelyn 
moved to St. George, Utah, but he didn’t sit around soaking up the sun 
in that warm climate.  He got involved in Sunday School, Bible classes 
and personal evangelism.  His heart was to share the Good News with 
anyone and everyone.  He always carried Gospel tracks with him and 
handed them out, but never without a challenge to be sure to read it 
and contact him if the recipient had questions. 

When Frontier School of the Bible began growing exponentially 
and more staff was needed, John responded.  He and Evelyn moved 
to LaGrange, Wyoming, in 1999 and then began another eight-
year ministry to students and faculty ali ke.  He loved teaching and 
particularly loved interacting with students.  He connected with 
young people well because of his humor and his obvious interest in 
their personal l ives.  Near the end of his teaching time at FSB, he 
began pastoring the Hull Methodist Church just outside of town and 
thoroughly enjoyed that local church connection again.  When he 

physically could no longer travel the distance to the church, the church family graciously consented to have church in 
his home because they enjoyed his messages from the Word and knew he cared about them.  

When his health required a change of venue to our home in Preston, Idaho, he was no longer involved in ministry 
in the traditional sense, but he stil l   elded phone calls and dispensed his godly wisdom. He and Evelyn continued a 
powerful prayer ministry.  Even up to the last week of his life, when his mind was not always clear and his words were 
often jumbled, he commented one night – “I  just want to know what God wants me to do for Him now!”   That was the 
essence of his life – simple obedience to His Lord.  From his salvation at age 19 to the end of his life at age 93, he just 
wanted to do what God wanted him to do. May all  of us have that same attitude of total surrender to God’s will !  The 
  nal verse of the song that began this article is the best way to end it, con  dent that this was John’s prayer:

Only one life to offer –  take it d ear Lord, I pray!
Nothing from Thee withholding – Thy will I now obey!
Thou who hast fr eely given Thine all in all for me –

claim this life for Thine own, to be used, my Savior, every moment for Thee!

And God answered that prayer in amazing ways through this one life well spent!

Honoring a Life Well Spent
(Continued from page 1)



Student Spotlight - Stephanie Ross

Page 3 

My name is Stephanie Ross, and I am from Lancaster, PA.  I grew 
up in a Christian home, but even though I learned about Jesus, it was 
mixed with legalism and false doctrine.  I remember loving God as a 
child, but I was holding on to morals and good works to save me, not 
Jesus.  This made it easy to stray when I got into my teenage years. 

Af ter living in the world for most of my teenage years, God  completely 
changed my li fe!  I saw Him in a way that I had never seen Him 
before.  I knew that I couldn’t j ust give Him part of my li fe – it was 
all  or nothing.  As He wooed me, I fell deeper and deeper in love with 
Him, and now all  I want to do is please Him.

The day God called me into full-time ministry is unforgettable.  He 
started a   re and longing in me for missions that won’t go away – it 
just keeps getting stronger.  Since that day, He has been guiding me 
and preparing me to be used in overseas missions.

Four years ago, when I was 23 years old, God told me that He wanted 
me to go to school.  I was really shocked because I had never wanted 
to go to college before.  As I began researching schools, God made sure that I heard about Frontier School of the Bible. 
When I looked it up on the internet, I sat there with my mouth open as I read the entire website.  It was everything that 
I wanted and needed in a school, and more.  I didn’t know that schools like FSB even existed!  I knew that this was 
where God wanted me, so I applied, was accepted, and   ve months later was on my way to Wyoming. 

I spent the Spring and Fall  semesters of 2006 at Frontier and received my one year Basic Christian Training Certi  cate.  
There was no question in my mind that God was leading me back home at the time, and that one year at FSB was all  
He wanted me to do.  So I returned home, waiti ng for His direction. 

For the next 2 ½ years I worked for a private Christian high school as a custodian and then as a Resident Assistant 
(RA) in the international dormitory.  During this time I was asked to go on a short term mission trip with my church 
to Japan to work with college students.  While I loved working with the high school students, I became more and more 
con  dent that ministry to college-age young people was more of a passion for me.

This Spring, after praying for over a year as to where God wanted to take me next, He revealed that it was time to 
go back to school and   nish my education at Frontier School of the Bible.  He has allowed me to be an RA here, too.  
God’s perfect timing always amazes me.  There is no question in my mind that going home and being in full-time 
ministry for two years before returning to   nish my education is exactly what He had planned!  First of all , the part 
that I got to play in the ministry that happened in the high school dorm would never have happened if I had stayed at   
FSB after my   rst year.  The relationships that were built  were in God’s plan.  One of the girls in my hall  got saved 
during my   rst year there.  Another girl asked me to be in her wedding in Af rica this past summer.  But working in 
this full-time ministry also prepared me for my return to Frontier and especially for being an RA.

So, after a crazy summer of moving out of my apartment, going to Af rica by myself and staying in a tribal setting, 
working two jobs, and preparing for school, I am back at FSB.  I am so excited to be here!  I feel I’m a part of a 
privileged few that get the chance to come to a school of this caliber.  I am so thankful for the loving and humble 
teachers and staff at FSB.  This school has been, and still  is, a wonderfully refreshing place for me.  It creates a safe 
atmosphere to learn, grow, prepare, and minister.  Every day holds a new lesson and a new way to look at God!  The 
opportunity to study the Word and serve God as an RA here is truly priceless, and I will  be grateful for the rest of my 
li fe for this time of intense molding by God!
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The Importance of Biblical Instruction
by Dick Seymour

You would expect a school with “Bible” in its name to strongly 
emphasize the actual study of Scripture itself—not just studies 
about the Bible—and that is exactly what Frontier School of 
the Bible does.

The apostle Paul told the Corinthian believers “not to think 
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up 
on behalf of one against the other.” (I Corinthians 4:6)  If  it is 
clear that God’s purpose for His children is that they should 
not even think beyond what is written, then it should be just as 
obvious that those who labor to expound God’s Word should 
not teach beyond what is written.  The faculty of Frontier work 
diligently to apply this very important Biblical principle.  Of 
course, no two students of Scripture will  agree on every little 
detail , but when it comes to things that matter—things that are 

of major signi  cance in Scripture—all  the men and women of the faculty are   rmly united.  Such was not the case 
in the Corinthian church.  Paul said of them, “…you are still  carnal. For where there are envy, strife and divisions 
among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?  For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am 
of Apollos,’ are you not carnal?”

When Christians begin lining up behind this theologian or that one, this school of thought or another one, that’s when 
they are li kely to get “puffed up on behalf of one against the other”  as was happening in the   rst century church of 
Paul’s day. The important issue is not whether one follows the theological dictates of a Calvin, a Luther, a Wesley, an 
Edwards, or a Spurgeon, but rather whether one is willi ng to follow the Scripture alone—wherever it leads. This is 
commonly called being a biblicist. While many Christians would consider themselves biblicists, the real proof comes 
as they actively embrace the Word of God while refusing to blindly follow any man, movement, or organization that 
leads away from a “ thus says the Lord”  approach to   nding and teaching truth.

I am probably unable to adequately convey the joy I have in laboring side-by-side with so many quali   ed and single-
minded men and women whose heartbeat is to live for and portray God as He has so beautifully revealed Himself in 
His Word.  As a team of instructors of the grandest Book in all  the universe, we speciali ze in presenting God’s Truth 
as it is without any additions or subtractions (see Proverbs 30:5,6 and Revelation 22:18,19).  I can say without any fear 
of contradiction, and after more than 37 years teaching on the Bible college level, “I  have no greater joy than to hear 
that my [His] children walk in truth.” (3 John 4)  And I’m certain every other faculty member feels the same way.

Scripture itself reveals many reasons for saturating ourselves in the Word of God.  I’ ll  mention just one passage.  
Second Timothy 3:16,17 says not only that “all  Scripture is inspired of God”  but also that it “ is pro  table for doctrine 
[what we can know], for reproof [what we should stop], for correction [what we should change], and for instruction in 
righteousness [what we should do] so that the man or woman of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”  So, an adequate and practical knowledge of God’s Word equips God’s children so completely that they 
will  be ready for whatever God has in store for them.  Now, that is education at its highest and most useful level!  And 
that is the subject every Frontier student is immersed in when they come to study with us.  We equip them for li fe, no 
matter what their career or place in life may turn out to be.

Dick Seymour teaching Seniors in his Christian 
Evidences class.
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Frontier School of the Bible has been blessed with great relationships with many mission agencies.  Organizations 
that minister here in the USA as well as those whose outreach is to the world, recruit our students every year.  FSB 
graduates bring many bene  ts to these mission organizations, and we work hard to present mission opportunities to 
our student body.  

Martin Kolczyk is a Student Mobili zer with SEND 
International.  He writes, “Frontier concentrates on the 
Bible and on hands-on ministry, how to serve the people of 
God, preparing students to impact and nurture those they 
will  serve.  Our mission has several FSB grads serving 
with us, and they are doing great.  I wish I would have 
known about Frontier a long time ago!”

Warren Cheek, former director of United Indian Mission (UIM) told 
us, “A s I have observed the lives and ministries of our missionaries who 
are Frontier grads, it is obvious the discipleship, Biblical education, and 
practical ministry experiences they gained while they were students 
at FSB has proven to be very foundational for their ongoing walks 
with the Lord and ministries.  The impact FSB is having in the training 
of servants of Christ for service in the local church and in worldwide 
missions will  only be fully known on the other side of eternity!”

The General Director of Biblical Ministries 
Worldwide (BMW), Paul Seger, recently told us, 
“BMW is committed to establishing churches around 
the world.  That is done by people who know how to 
evangeli ze, disciple, and train leaders. Frontier School 
of the Bible is producing people who can do those 
things, and that is why BMW is so highly motivated 
to recruit missionaries from this campus.  The people 
of the world do not care what degree a missionary has.  
They are only concerned if the missionary can help 
him   nd God and integrate biblical principles into his 
li fe.  Frontier well prepares a missionary to do that.  
Right now, we could put every FSB graduate to work 
immediately on the   elds around the world.”

p   Missionary attendees of Frontier’s Fall 2009 
Mission Conference.  Martin Kolczyk is in the first row, 
second from the left.

p   Students look forward to talking with  
Warren Cheek when he is on campus. 

p   Paul Seger shares about his mission during a recent 
chapel.
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p   Mission Conference Main Speaker  
Jeff Anderson of Grace Bible Church in 
Colorado Springs talks with  Torrey Yost 
(Spain), Kathy Goold (OR) and Josh Elliott 
(CO).

Kristyna Kelley (WA), 
Betsy Steele (GA), 

Becky Kirkland (UT), 
and Raquel Chavez 

(Peru) wait for their 
Modern Trends

class to start .  u

t   FSB’s 
men’s 
basketball 
team takes 
the ball 
down the 
court against 
Calvary 
Bible College.

t   Gionathan 
Franzini (Ita ly) 
plays music with  Wes 
Tucker of Arab World 
Ministries during 
FSB’s Fall 2009 
Mission Conference.

p   Wesley Marschner (MI) and Daryl 
Thompson (WY) relax during break time 
between classes.

Students 
eagerly 

await the 
start of 
chapel.  

Everyday 
a different 

speaker 
shares from 
the Word of 

God.  u

p   Reuven Jankovsky (MN), Jeremiah Koehn (UT), and 
Rachel Ruby (CO) pray for our missionary alumni during a 
weekly AMOOK meeting. (AMOOK = Advancing Missions On 
Our Knees)
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My name is Emma Ragsdale, and I am currently a student 
at Frontier School of the Bible. I grew up in Santa Rosa, 
Cali fornia. During my senior year of high school, I started 
looking into Frontier. I was reali zing my need to grow even 
more in my knowledge of the Bible and of God. I knew two 
things for sure as I was headed out to Frontier: I would not get 
married, and I would not go into full time ministry. 

Needless to say, God changed my way of thinking very 
quickly. During my   rst semester at FSB, I met my husband 
Brady, and we got married last May, after we completed our 
Junior year. Brady is now a Senior with a Youth Ministries 
emphasis, and I am also taking some classes.  We are both very 
excited to see what God has in store for us after graduation. 
In my years at Frontier, God has given me a strong desire 
and passion to be in full time ministry, serving God with my 
entire li fe. I have truly enjoyed all  of my classes, and I have 
grown so much in my personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
at FSB. The opportunities to continuously study God’s Word and to learn its truths have been incredible. I have also 
had the chance to apply what I have learned while serving as a youth group leader and through helping at AWANA. 

My favorite classes have been the Women’s Ministries classes. In these classes, we learn how to serve in the local 
church, whether we are single or married, and we learn what our Godly roles are in different areas of ministry. We 
are taught how to ful  ll  these roles with truths found in God’s Word. We are also taught how to teach expository and 
topical Bible studies and conduct women’s banquets and retreats, and are given chances to put all  these into practice. 
The Women’s Ministries classes have been very challenging, convicting and trying for me, but it has been so neat to 
learn what roles women can play in ministry and how important these roles are. 

Before I took FSB’s Women’s Ministries classes, I was scared to death at the thought of leading a women’s Bible study 
or teaching a seminar. Ordinarily, I am a shy person, so the thought of public speaking can be intimidating to me. But 
2 Corinthians 3:5 says, “Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our 
adequacy is from God.” My adequacy is from God, therefore I can serve Him because I am relying on God’s strength 
and not my own. Being at Frontier School of the Bible has been a huge blessing, and the opportunity to take the 
Women’s Ministries classes has been a huge bene  t. These classes have helped equip me to better become a servant 
of God.  Frontier offers the amazing privilege of learning how to accurately handle the Word of God and apply it to 
our lives.  We are fully equipped to serve God.
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Pastors - Church Leaders - Lay Ministers - Teachers - 
Missionaries - Youth Workers - Camp Directors - Alumni!

Join us on June 1-3, 2010 for Frontier School of the Bible’s Sixth Annual Ministry Conference!
Be refreshed and renewed in the Word of God.  Enjoy pertinent teaching, fun fellowship, and

great food.  Use the form on the next page to reserve your spot.  See you soon!

Wednesday, June 2 Thursday June 3

7:30 a.m.
Breakfast

7:30 a.m.
Breakfast

9:00 a.m.
~Workshops~

9:00 a.m.
~Workshops~

10:00 a.m.
Break

10:00 a.m.
Break

Tuesday, June 1 10:45 a.m.
~Main Session~

10:45 a.m.
~Main Session~

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Registration

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

12:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:00 p.m.
~Workshops~

2:00 p.m.
~Main Session~

3:00 p.m.
Free Time

3:30 p.m.
Free Time

5:30 p.m.
Supper

5:30 p.m.
Supper

6:30 p.m.
~Main Session~

7:00 p.m.
~Main Session~

7:30 p.m.
~Main Session Question & Answer Time~

8:30 p.m.
Fellowship

9:30 p.m.
Fellowship

Conference

Schedule

~Special Conference Bonus~
Books offered at cost from

the Frontier Bookstore

Providing Godly 
Leadership in
Ministry Today



Dr. Bob Evans joined BCM International (Bible Centered Ministries, International) in 1985 as Director of European 
Ministries. When communism fell, Bob spearheaded BCM’s ministry into Russia, the Ukraine, and the Eastern Bloc 
countries. He initiated the translation and production of BCM Bible-teaching materials into a number of the Eastern 
European languages. During this period he saw BCM’s missionary family double in size across Europe and expand 
to many new countries.

In 1998, Bob was appointed President of BCM.  A major initiative was to develop a strategic plan for BCM’s global 
ministry and to articulate a clear ministry focus:  “Reaching Children and Developing Churches Worldwide.”  Today 
the BCM missionary force numbers more than 700 with ministry in 52 countries.

On January 1, 2006, Bob assumed the role of  International Representative, traveling the globe as an advisor, 
encourager, and trainer. He conducts Leadership Development Conferences for missionaries and church leaders in 
“majority”  world countries.  He represents BCM on college and seminary campuses and in local churches, challenging 
individuals to consider becoming involved in the task of world evangeli zation. 

Bob is an alumnus of Washington Bible College and 
Capital Bible Seminary and received a Doctor of Divinity 
from Lancaster Bible College.  He began his missionary 
career in Brazil , South America and later served on the 
staff of WBC/CBS.

Bob and his wife, Corrie, have six grown children and 
twelve grandchildren.
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Early Bird Discount:
Deduct $20 from Conference Cost
if postmarked before May 15, 2010

Conference Cost (Check One):

 Couple         $95  (Includes housing* & meals)

  Individual    $70  (Includes housing* & meals)

  Commuter  $45  (Includes meals)

 *Dormitory housing.  Bring your own towels & bedding 
(single sheets, blanket & pillow)

Total amount enclosed:   _____________

Please make checks payable to: 
Frontier School of the Bible

Mail to:

P.O. Box 217, LaGrange, WY 82221

Detatch and mail with Conference Cost

Please Note:
u This conference is for adults. The only exception to 
children attending is nursing babies.
u Housing is Dormitory-style.  Please bring your own towels 
and bedding (single sheets, blanket & pillow).
u Please contact us if you need housing before the 
conference begins.
u Hotels are also available in the area: (Torrington, Cheyenne 
and Scottsbluff, NE)

Date

Name

Spouse’s Name (if attending)

Address

City/State/Zip

Home Phone

Church/Ministry

Email Address

Of  ce Phone

29 & YoungerAge: 30-55 56 & Older

(To aid us in housing you most comfortably in the dorms)

Year you graduated/attended FSB (if applicable)
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2010 Graduation
Frontier School of the Bible’s 42nd annual Commencement will  take place on Friday, 
May 7, 2010.  Join us as we honor the Class of 2010 and praise God for what He has done 
in the lives of our students.  Festivities begin at 7:00 pm at the Scottsbluff  High School 
auditorium in Scottsbluff , Nebraska.   Call  307-834-2215 for directions and more details.  

Sixth Annual Ministry Conference
You are invited to attend our 2010 Ministry Conference being held at Frontier 
School of the Bible on June 1-3, 2010. See pages 8-9 of this Signal for information 
and to register.  See you in June!


